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HALLOWEEN FUN GALORE!!
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Stories in the Dark

W

hat better way to spend an autumn evening than with a nighttime hike along trails decorated with illuminated jack-o-lanterns and costumed storytellers!
Celebrate Halloween at the annual Trail Tales, a spook-tacular storytelling walk along the darkened, woodland trails of the Great Swamp Outdoor
Education Center in Chatham Township. Enjoy a memorable night of silly, slightly spooky, nature-themed, and Native American storytelling, on
Saturday, October 27, beginning at 5:30 p.m. You never know who may be lurking around the next bend in the path, waiting to tell their story - it could be an
eagle, a pirate, or a giant luna moth! Feel free to join in the fun, and wear your own costume.
Small groups leave the Visitors Center every 15 minutes with a costumed guide, following a path illuminated by otherwordly, hand-carved jack-o-lanterns, and
listening for the wild nocturnal sounds of nature. Interactive storytellers await along the trails with NEW stories every year, so it’s always a different and exciting
experience whether you’re a first timer or an annual Trail Tales visitor.
Perfect for families, individuals, scout troops, and youth groups. This program is recommended for ages 6 and up, as well as fun-loving adults. The entire walk
lasts approximately 1 hour, and costs $6 per person. Sign up for a time slot between 5:30 p.m. and 7:45 p.m. Call soon to register for a time slot as space is limited!
For families with younger children, enjoy Teeny Tiny Trail Tales for kids ages 2 to 5 with an adult, on Saturday, October 27, from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. Explore
the trails during daylight with a guide, hunt for hidden surprises along the way, and listen to storytellers in the woods. Teeny Tiny Trail Tales costs $3 per person.
There are only three time slots, so sign up before they fill up!

For more information and to register, visit morrisparks.net, or call 973.635.6629.
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Halloween Fun

at Fosterfields in Morristown!

‘The Time to Mourn’
Take a special guided tour of The Willows, the Foster family’s mansion, to
explore the unique death and mourning traditions of the Victorian era. Discover
how customs, now considered strange, influenced loved ones for months and
years after a person passed. The tours are available Wednesdays through
Sundays, October 3 through October 21, and Wednesday, October 24
through Friday, October 26, and Sunday, October 28 at 1 p.m. and 2 p.m.
Register for this one-of-a-kind tour at the Visitors Center reception desk.
Appropriate for adults, and children ages 12 and up.

Pumpkin
Creations!
Have a blast choosing and
decorating your own unique
pumpkin using natural plant
materials on Saturday, October
20, from 1 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Get
crafty to create a one-of-a-kind
jack-o’-lantern ready to take
home.

Historic Halloween Happenings
Celebrate Halloween from yesteryear on Sunday, October 28, from 1 p.m.
to 3:30 p.m. Decorate Halloween cookies, play Halloween games, and try-on
homemade costumes. At 3:30 p.m., take a guided walk into the woods to look
for the many pumpkins lurking nearby. Board the open-air wagon for a ride
back to the Visitors Center.

For more information, visit morrisparks.net,
or call 973.326.7645.

A MILLER’S
HALLOWEEN at
Cooper Gristmill

L

et the ‘spirit’ move you at A Miller’s Halloween
at the Cooper Gristmill in Chester Township on
Saturday, October 27, from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Wear
your costume, and listen to spooky stories. Create corn
husk dolls, design your own unique craft, and have a blast
playing old-time games. Enjoy a tour of the Gristmill
while looking for some very interesting skeletons, spiders,
witches, and more surprises around every corner! This is a
FREE program, and donations are appreciated.

For more information,
visit morrisparks.net, or call 908.879.5463.
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THE SEASON IS RIPE FOR

Apple Cider
Making

N

othing says fall like delicious apple cider! Make the season complete with
unique, hands-on demonstrations of Apple Cider Making.
Learn the amazing apple’s place in history and in nature, as locally
grown apples are pressed to make sweet cider right before your eyes. It’s so
much fun to take part in the hands-on process by helping to prepare and grind
the apples, turning the old-fashioned press, and collecting the cider. This special
program is designed to engage, involve, and educate all ages. Discover that you
have been looking at apples upside down your entire life, that apple pie might not
be so American, and many more interesting facts. Best of all, sample the fresh,
homemade cider.
Mark your calendar for the Apple Cider Making Demonstrations, and make
it a fall family tradition. These indoor, hour-long demonstrations are held at the
Great Swamp Outdoor Education Center in Chatham Township on October 28,
November 10, 11, 24, and 25 at 1 p.m.
or 2:30 p.m., and costs $3 per person
age 3 and up.
Arrive early, because admission
is first-come, first-served, and the
demos often fill up quickly.

For more information,
visit morrisparks.net,
or call at 973.635.6629.

Kids! Take a Day Off
with Nature!

K

ids. . . .don’t sit around at home on days off from school! Check out these
fun events to spend the day being active and engaged in indoor and outdoor
nature-themed activities.
On Monday, October 8, join the fun at A Day Off with Nature: Don’t Be
Spooked at the Great Swamp Outdoor Education Center in Chatham Township.
There are many animals that you may consider creepy, but they all have important
roles in the natural world. Discover amazing facts about these animals through a
hike, games, crafts, and more. This program runs from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., and please
bring a nut-free lunch and snack. Preregistration is required as space is limited. This
program costs $35 per child, and is for children in grades 1 to 4.
If you have two days off from school for the NJ Teachers’ Convention, the
fun and learning continues at Kids’ Nature Fest on Thursday, November 8, at the
Great Swamp OEC, and Plant-stravaganza at The Frelinghuysen Arboretum in
Morris Twp. on Friday, November 9. This year’s Nature Fest theme, ‘Mammal
Mania,’ focuses on exploration and entertainment all about mammals. Enjoy handson activities, games, crafts, hikes, and best of all meeting LIVE animals up close.
Plant-stravaganza is a fun-filled day of science, art, and indoor/outdoor
games focusing on trees and leaves. At this year’s theme, “Turn Over A New Leaf,’
become a budding botanist using scientific methods and tools, like a microscope,
to discover plants’ secrets. Throughout the day, alternate science and art, exploring
how plants do what they do, and their many wild and crazy uses. You can even take
a plant home!
Both programs are for kids in grades 1 to 4, cost $50
per child, and are held from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Bring
a nut-free lunch, and light snacks and juice are
provided in the afternoon.
Space is limited, so
preregistration is
required. Dress for
the weather - both
programs are held
rain or shine.

For more information or to register,
contact the Great Swamp OEC at 973.635.6629
or The Frelinghuysen Arboretum at 973.631.5004.
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Celebrate New Jersey’s
Native People at Lenape Day

M

ark your calendars for Saturday, October 13, from 12 noon to 4 p.m. to spend a fun-filled
afternoon learning about the native people of New Jersey at the Great Swamp Outdoor Education
Center in Chatham Township.
For thousands of years, before the European settlers arrived in New Jersey, the Lenape Indians lived in
these forests, hunting for deer and bears, living in handmade wigwams, fashioning dugout canoes from tulip
poplar trees, and carving their tools out of rock and bone. They lived close to the land, existing in balance
with nature. Believe it or not, the Lenape are not a thing of the past, but are a part of New Jersey’s heritage
that is alive and well today.

Join a Lenape Celebration, and bring the entire family to meet members of the Ramapough Lenape
tribe. Experience a traditional drum circle, dancers in regalia, and a demonstration of real tools and artifacts.
Enjoy many hands-on activities, such as molding a clay pot by the fire, making fire without matches, and
playing the games that Lenape children played to hone their skills.
Take a guided walk on the wooded trails to discover how the Lenape used local plants to meet their
needs, or explore the interior of a wigwam, set up as it would have been hundreds of years ago.
Admission is $5 per person age 3 and up. Rain or shine.

For more information, visit morrisparks.net,
or call 973.635.6629.
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The Low Down on Sundown!

A

t sundown, people generally slow down, and an entirely new crew takes over
the forest. Join the Environmental Education Staff of the Morris County Park
Commission to look and listen for this ‘cast of characters’ as they wake up. The
autumn leaves may be dropping down, but wildlife are certainly rising up!
At Pyramid Mountain in Montville, take part in a Full Moon Hike on Wednesday,
October 24, from 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. Explore the trails in the diminishing light as the full
moon comes into view. Native Americans called this full moon of autumn the ‘Hunter’s
Moon.’
On Thursday, December 20, from 6:30 a.m. to 8 a.m. join a Winter Solstice Sunrise
Hike. Welcome the sunrise on one of the shortest days of the year as we prepare for the
official winter season.

All hikes are a moderate level and intended for ages 16 and older. Each hike costs $5 per
person. Dress for the weather, and bring water and a flashlight. Space is limited, so advance
registration is required.

Grand Harvest
Wine Festival

For more information or to register,
visit morrisparks.net, or call 973.334.3130.

at Fosterfields

GPS Inc., in conjunction with New Jersey wineries, hosts the
Grand Harvest Wine Festival on Saturday, October 6 and
Sunday, October 7, from 12 noon to 5 p.m. at Fosterfields
Living Historical Farm in Morris Township. Enjoy a sampling
of 300-plus New Jersey wines, live music, delicious foods, and
artisan crafts.

For event and fee information, visit
newjerseywineevents.com.

2018 Tree Symposium
Saturday, November 10 • 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
The Frelinghuysen Arboretum

353 East Hanover Avenue, Morris Twp., NJ
Cost: $35 per person members / $40 non-members
Fall is when trees come into their glory. Join us for a multi-faceted
look at these critically important members of our ecosystem.
•The Role of Trees in History - Professor Tom Ombrello
• Magnolias - John Beirne, Willowwood’s Superintendent of Horticulture
• Pests and Diseases - Dr. Neil Hendrickson
• The Thousand Year Wood - Author William Bryant Logan
Bring a brown bag lunch;
drinks provided.
To register, visit
arboretumfriends.org
or call 973.326.7603
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Scarecrows
IN THE GARDEN
Autumn is in the air, and festive scarecrows are taking over The Frelinghuysen Arboretum in Morris Township. On
Saturday, October 20 through Sunday, November 18, explore the gardens, and spy dozens of ghoulish, historic, and
colorful scarecrows designed by individuals, families, businesses, organizations, scout groups, and school classes for the
annual program, Scarecrows in the Garden.
Visit the Haggerty Education Center for a map of the garden locations of these crafty creations. Look for ‘Gary the
Gardener,’ dressed as one of the Arboretum’s own gardeners, who appears weekly in a new garden, and search for the silly
Lampshade Sisters sipping tea! Admission is FREE.

CREATE YOUR SCARECROW
Need a bit of help creating your own scarecrow? Sign up for the Scarecrow Building Workshop on Saturday,
October 6, from 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. This class is perfect for families, scout groups, and individuals who want to create
their own masterpiece. Bring your creativity, clothes, costumes, etc. The scarecrow structure, materials for stuffing, and a
seasonal snack are provided. This program costs $5 per person age 3 and up.
If you want to make your own creation at home, register your finished scarecrow at 973.631.5004 or
ave it placed in one of the
gmontgomery@morrisparks.net to have
gardens. All scarecrows should makee their appearance at the
Arboretum by Friday, October 12 through Sunday, October
14, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

For more information
n
or to register,
visit morrisparks.net
or call 973.631.5004.

PARK ALLIANCE CORNER

T

he Annual Morris Park Alliance Community Awards will be held Thursday, October 11, at the Haggerty Education Center at The Frelinghuysen Arboretum in Morris Township.
This special event provides the opportunity for communities to highlight their park and recreation programs and facilities by nominating them for Excellence in Programming,
Facility, or Operations. In addition, an elected official, as well as an individual or group volunteer, are recognized for their outstanding commitment to parks and recreation. For
more information about nominating criteria or an application, contact dlanza@morrisparks.net, or visit morrisparkalliance.org.
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Thanksgiving

& Armistice Observance

Harvest Home

T

his holiday, take a step back in time to a simpler place, and discover the customs and festivities of a 1900s
Thanksgiving celebration at Fosterfields Living Historical Farm in Morris Township. On Sunday, November 11,
from 12 noon to 4 p.m., have a memorable and fun experience celebrating a farm-style Thanksgiving holiday at
Thanksgiving-Harvest Home. Visit the farm animals, enjoy hands-on dinner prep at the farmer’s house, take a wagon
ride, speak with historical reenactors, listen to live patriotic music, create a family-friendly craft, and tour The Willows. This year, a
special recognition of the 100th anniversary of the American involvement in World War I will take place as well..
Help the farmers shock corn in the field, shell dried corn for the animals, and assist with an antique gasoline engine demo. Saw the wood, which is needed for winter heating and
cooking, and rake falling leaves at the cottage. Pitch in at the cider press, and watch the apple juice flow!
Meet the cows, horses, pigs, sheep, chickens, and turkeys, and watch a cow being milked. During ‘Talk Turkey,’ learn about the handsome tom turkey and the hen turkeys. Hop aboard
the open-air wagon for a picturesque ride around the farm.
At the Farmhouse, roll up your sleeves to assist with holiday preparations. See the wood-burning cook stove in action as the cooks perform their magic in the kitchen!
Since November 11, 1919, Armistice Day, later named Veterans Day, has honored the men and women who have served in the U.S. armed forces. At 1 p.m., gather for a special program
to honor all U.S. military personnel and veterans and to recognize the 100th anniversary of U.S. involvement in WWI. As a special feature focusing on important animal ‘war heroes,’ watch
the release of pigeons, which were once so vital to relaying messages during combat.
Don’t miss stopping by the Visitors Center for the ‘Food for Thought’ exhibit, and creating your own craft! A ‘must-see’ is the hands-on Transportation Exhibit where Miss Foster’s
1922 Model T Ford and 1929 Hupmobile are on display, along with a carriage and truck visitors may ‘ride.’
Admission for Thanksgiving Harvest Home is $8 per adult, $7 per senior (65+), $6 per child age 4 - 16, and $4 per child age 2 & 3. FREE per child under age 2, and Friends members
half price with a current membership card. Current military personnel and veterans are admitted FREE for this event.

For more information, visit morrisparks.net, or call 973.326.7645.
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A Civil War Christmas
on the Home Front and the Soldiers’ Encampment

E

xperience holiday life during the Civil War on the home front, at a soldier’s winter encampment, and at the
Officer’s Ball at Historic Speedwell in Morristown, from 12 noon to 5 p.m. on Saturday, December 1, and
Sunday, December 2, from 12 noon to 4 p.m.

The 2nd NJ Brigade soldiers prepare camp for the holiday season away from home. Discover how food was
prepared on the burning fires, check out the winter huts that were built to house some of the troops and provide
extra warmth, and read special letters the troops wrote home to their loved ones. Admire the tree decorated with
popcorn and dried fruit to provide a touch of home.
On the home front at the historic Vail House, listen to the family read
actual letters from Union troops written to their loved ones. Witness the family’s
reaction to their loved ones away from home through diaries and letters. Visit
the Vail House, complete with decorations from the mid-19th century. See how a
home from the same period as the Civil War was prepared for the holidays with
simple, yet elegant decorations and a formal set table for a holiday meal.

Officer’s Ball
You are invited to attend a Civil War era Officer’s Ball recreated in the 1849 Carriage House at
Historic Speedwell. Period fiddle music fills the air, and you can either dance or pull up a bale of hay,
and tap your feet inside the room, festively decorated with fresh pine and ribbons. Watch how Civil War
officers, in their best dress uniforms, invite Civil War era women clad in all their finery to dance. An
authentic period dance instructor teaches you and re-enactors how to properly dance these historic pieces.
Take part in a traditional holiday craft workshop, and make a craft to take home. Taste some hot
mulled cider and cookies as you warm up near the outdoor fire. The Friends of Historic Speedwell Gift
Shop is filled with unique holiday decorations, gifts, and stocking stuffers! Admission is $7 per adult, $6
per senior (65+), and $5 per child age 4 to 16.

For more information, please call 973.285.6537.
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Monday, October 1
Toddlers &Tykes: Chattering
Chipmunks
Ages 2 - 5 with an adult.
Learn about these adorable forestdwellers with a story read aloud
and walk to observe the chipmunks
as they prepare for winter.
Time: 10 a.m. - 11 a.m. or 3 p.m.
- 4 p.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $5 per child.*

Monday, October 1
through
Wednesday, October 31
Gallery Exhibit: The Natural
World
Enjoy magnificent landscapes,
still life’s, and photographs from
award-winning artist Kathleen
Goehring Havens.
Time: 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Location: Frelinghuysen
Arboretum.
Cost: FREE.

Tuesday, October 2
Baby and Me Hike
Put your baby in a backpack, and
explore one of many wonderful
Morris County area trails. All
adults are welcome to join.
Time: 9:30 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Location: Pyramid Mountain,
Montville.
Cost: $2 per adult.* To register,
973.635.6629.

Wednesday, October 3
Sprouts: Find a Rainbow
Ages 2 - 4 with an adult.
Explore all of the colors in the
garden, read a flower-themed story,
and create a multicolored, floral
masterpiece.
Time: 10 a.m. - 11 a.m. or 1 p.m.
- 2 p.m.
Location: Frelinghuysen
Arboretum.
Cost: $5 per child.*

Home School Days:
Terrific Trees

Homegrown Vegetable
Centerpieces

Ages 6 - 10.
Explore the world of trees by
examining their cells under a
microscope, discovering how to
identify many species, and making
a tree craft using natural materials.
Hike through the Arboretum with
horticulturists, and experience the
unique collection.
Time: 1 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Location: Frelinghuysen
Arboretum.
Cost: $8 per child, or $30 for the
series of 4 classes.*

Learn to construct beautiful
arrangements using veggies
plucked right from the garden
or supermarket shelf with Floral
Designer Marge Hulstrunk.
Time: 7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Location: Frelinghuysen
Arboretum.
Cost: $20 per person.*

Story and Craft Time
Ages 3 - 6 with an adult.
Enjoy a spooky story, and create
a craft.
Time: 2 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Location: Historic Speedwell.
Cost: Admission.

People in the 19th century ate some
frightening things! Experience this
cooking demonstration as historic
recipes are prepared on the open
hearth.
Time: 12 noon - 6 p.m.
Location: Historic Speedwell.
Cost: Admission.

Wednesdays, October 3
through
Sundays, October 21

Valhalla Overlook Hike:
Moderate

The Time to Mourn
Ages 12 & Up.
Tour the Foster family
home, The Willows,
to explore the unique death
and mourning traditions of the
Victorian period. Customs, now
considered strange, influenced
loved ones for months and years
after the deceased had passed.
Time: 1 p.m. & 2 p.m.
Location: Fosterfields.
Cost: Admission.

SEE PAGE 3
Thursday, October 4
Arboretum Artists:
Fall Foliage Watercolors
Ages 8 - 12.
Explore the changing leaves and
paint a seasonally-themed and
colored watercolor.
Time: 4 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Location: Frelinghuysen
Arboretum.
Cost: $10 per person.*

Saturday, October 6
Open Hearth Cooking
Demonstration:
Scary Delicious

Ages 7 & Up.
Join a hike to the Lake Valhalla
Overlook on Turkey Mountain,
and view the autumn foliage.
Time: 1 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Location: Pyramid Mountain.
Cost: $1 per person.*

Saturday, October 6 &
Sunday, October 7
Family Photo Scavenger Hunt
Grab a camera or phone, and stop
by the Haggerty Education Center
for this month’s hunt. Take a photo
of every item, and get a prize.
Theme and prizes change monthly.
Time: 9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Location: Frelinghuysen
Arboretum.
Cost: $10 per family.

Sign up for this fun
workshop,
and learn the
eating
‘how-tos’ for creating
your very own
is
scarecrow for this
ws in
year’s Scarecrows
bit!
the Garden exhibit!
A scarecrow structure and
materials for stuffing will be
provided. Bring your own
clothes or costume, or check out
the bins of possibilities at the
Arboretum. A seasonal snack is
provided. Perfect for families,
scout groups, or individuals.
Time: 2 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Location: Frelinghuysen
Arboretum.
Cost: $5 per person age 3 and up.*

SEE PAGE 7

* Preregistration is required

Meet in the lobby of the Haggerty
Education Center for the last tour
of the season. Learn the history,
and enjoy the changing beauty of
this exceptional horticultural site
with a knowledgeable tour guide.
Time: 2 p.m. - 3 p.m.
Location: Frelinghuysen
Arboretum.
Cost: $3 per person, exact change,
please.

Monday, October 8

A Day Off
with Nature:
Don’t Be Spooked!

GRAND HARVEST
WINE FESTIVAL
Spend the day on the farm, and
sample 300+ wines. Enjoy live
music, delicious foods, and
artisan crafts. For more info,
newjerseywineevents.com.
Time: 12 noon - 5 p.m.
Location: Fosterfields.
Cost: To be announced.

SEE PAGE 6

Scarecrow Building
Workshop

First Sunday Tour of The
Frelinghuysen Arboretum

Sunday, October 7
The Frelinghuysen Arboretum
Gesneriad Society Show and
Sale

Grades 1 - 4.
Bats, spiders, and snakes, oh my!
Discover the amazing lives of
animals that people may think
of as spooky, but are really quite
fascinating. Learn about what
these creatures are doing during
the autumn months, and enjoy
games, crafts, activities, and a
hike on the trails.
Time: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $35 per child.*

SEE PAGE 4
Tuesday, October 9
Baby and Me Hike

Put your baby in a backpack, and
explore one of many wonderful
Morris County area trails. All
adults are welcome to join.
Time: 9:30 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Don’t miss the annual show and
sale of these beautiful, diminutive, Location: Hacklebarney State
exotic cousins of African Violets. A Park, Chester Twp.
Q&A discussion takes place from 1 Cost: $2 per adult.* To register,
973.635.6629.
p.m. - 2 p.m.
Time: 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Nature Tots & Tykes:
Location: Frelinghuysen
Arboretum.
Loud Leaves
Cost: FREE.
Ages 2 - 5 with an adult.
Enjoy a story read aloud, and take
Scavenger Hunt Sunday:
a trail walk looking for leaves of
different colors, shapes, and sizes.
Antoine LeBlanc
Time: 10 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Go on the hunt for the infamous
Location: Pyramid Mountain.
Antoine LeBlanc. Follow the
Cost: $5 per child.*
clues around the site to attempt to
capture the suspect.
Time: 12 noon - 6 p.m.
Location: Historic Speedwell.
Cost: Admission.
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Wednesday, October 10
Fall Migration Bird Walk
Search for late fall migrants,
soaring raptors, and skulking
sparrows with Naturalist Bill
Lynch. This is a perfect time of
year to spot birds that have been
blown off-course during their long
journey south. Bring water, sun
protection, and a camera. Please
register, njconservation.org.
Time: 8 a.m. - 10 a.m.
Location: Bamboo Brook OEC.
Cost: FREE.*

Sprouts: Favorite Fall Fruit:
Apples!
Ages 2 - 4 with an adult.
Use your five senses to
explore this delicious, fall
fruit…YUM! Enjoy an applethemed story, walk, craft, and treat.
Time: 10 a.m. - 11 a.m. or 1 p.m.
- 2 p.m.
Location: Frelinghuysen
Arboretum.
Cost: $5 per child*

Story and Craft Time
Ages 3 - 6 with an adult.
Enjoy a spooky story, and create
a craft.
Time: 2 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Location: Historic Speedwell.
Cost: Admission.

Yoga for Nature Kids
Ages 2 - 6 with an adult.
In this indoor/outdoor program,
learn yoga-like poses and
movements to represent the
animals and plants. A walk on
the trails and children’s literature
compliment the poses.
Time: 3 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $3 per child.*

Thursday, October 11
Fall Photography Basics
Ages 7 & Up.
Bring your cameras for
an introductory lesson on
photographing the gorgeous fall
foliage, flowers, and wildlife.
Time: 4 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $3 per person.*

What’s In a Name?
Plant Taxonomy
Discover the true meaning behind
plant names, their classifications,
and where they originated from
Horticulturist Marc Zukovich.
Learn the history of plant
taxonomy and systematics, as well
as the future direction of the plant
classification system.
Time: 7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Location: Frelinghuysen
Arboretum.
Cost: $15 per person.*

Saturday, October 13

LENAPE DAY
Join this annual event celebrating
the Lenape with dancing,
drums, and historical talks by
the Ramapough Lenape People.
Enjoy games, crafts, touring a
replica wigwam, and more. Great
fun for the entire family!
Time: 12 noon - 4 p.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $5 per person age 3 & up.

SEE PAGE 5
Celebrate Apples
Try a hand-cranked apple
peeler and assist with a
demonstration of cider pressing as
it was done in 1880s. Milltown.
Apple head dolls are on display,
and you can decorate an apple to
take home.
Time: 1 p.m. - 3 p.m.
Location: Cooper Gristmill.
Cost: Suggested Donation. $3 per
adult, $2 per senior, and $1 per
child.

Farm Know-How:
Carriage House
Tour the Carriage House, and
discover how the coachman used
it. Learn about tack, and watch the
farmer harness a horse.
Time: 2 p.m. - 2:45 p.m.
Location: Fosterfields.
Cost: Admission.

Saturday, October 13 &
Sunday, October 14
Family Photo Scavenger Hunt
Grab a camera or phone, and stop
by the Haggerty Education Center
for this month’s hunt. Take a photo
of every item, and get a prize.
Theme and prizes change monthly.
Time: 9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Location: Frelinghuysen
Arboretum.
Cost: $10 per family.

New Jersey State
Chrysanthemum Society
Annual Show and Sale

Avant-Gardening at Brooklyn
Bridge Park
Learn about the innovative
horticultural practices of the
Brooklyn Bridge Park, with a keen
focus on ecologically friendly
and organic methods of managing
landscapes, from meadows to
woodlands and even lawns. The
program is led by Rashid Poulson,
Brooklyn Bridge Park Horticulture
Supervisor.
Time: 1 p.m. - 2 p.m.
Location: Frelinghuysen
Arboretum.
Cost: $20 per person.*

You’ll never see more beautiful or
unusual Chrysanthemums than at
this fabulous flower show. Meet
expert growers, learn what goes
into growing and showing flowers
to be judged, and purchase lovely
specimens to take home.
Time: Saturday: 12 noon - 4:30 p.m.
Sunday: 11 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Location: Frelinghuysen
Arboretum.
Cost: FREE.

Adult Fall Foliage Hike:
Strenuous

Hammerin’! Blacksmithing
Master Class

Meet by the parking lot directory
for the last tour of the season.
Learn the history, and enjoy
the changing beauty of this
exceptional horticultural site with a
knowledgeable tour guide. Terrain
is uneven.
Time: 2 p.m. - 3 p.m.
Location: Willowwood
Arboretum.
Cost: $3 per person, exact change,
please.

Ages 13 & Up.
Join William Barrett, of Bill
Barrett Custom Knives, for a twoday, intermediate blacksmithing
class focusing on more advanced
blacksmithing techniques, and
work on a project to take home.
Prior experience is helpful and all
supplies are provided. Space is
limited, so register early.
Time: 12 noon - 6 p.m.
Location: Historic Speedwell.
Cost: $60 per person.*

Sunday, October 14
Hitch a Ride
Enjoy a leisurely, open-air wagon
ride around the historic farm.
Time: 12:15 p.m. - 2 p.m.
Location: Fosterfields.
Cost: Admission.

* Preregistration is required

Ages 16 & Up.
Join a challenging hike to witness
the beautiful canvas that nature has
prepared - fall colors abound.
Time: 1 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Location: Pyramid Mountain.
Cost: $1 per person.*

Second Sunday Tour of The
Willowwood Arboretum

Monday, October 15
Wild Animal Experts
All Ages.
Become a wildlife expert by
learning amazing and scientific
facts about New Jersey wildlife
each month.
Time: 4 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $3 per child age 3 & up.*

Tuesday, October 16
Baby and Me Hike
Put your baby in a backpack, and
explore one of many wonderful
Morris County area trails. All
adults are welcome to join.
Time: 9:30 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Location: Hedden County Park,
Dover.
Cost: $2 per adult.* To register,
973.635.6629.

Crafty Critters
Ages 4 & 5 with an adult.
Learn about a new animal
each month with a short walk,
interactive nature objects, and a
craft.
Time: 1 p.m. - 2 p.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $5 per child.*

Family Science Day:
Fall Frenzy
All Ages with an adult.
Discover the wonders of autumn
and trees while rotating through
hands-on activity stations
designed to challenge families
to work together and make new
discoveries. Finish up with a
guided trail walk.
Time: 1 p.m. - 3 p.m.
Location: Pyramid Mountain.
Cost: $8 per child age 5 & up; $5
per child age 3 & 4.*

Wednesday, October 17
Searching for Sparrows
While most of the colorful
warblers have headed south for
the winter, many new species
of sparrows are just arriving.
Walk along the meadows and
forest edges, learn to distinguish
similar species, and perhaps find a
surprise or two! Bring water, sun
protection, and a camera. Please
register, njconservation.org
Time: 8 a.m. - 10 a.m.
Location: Bamboo Brook OEC.
Cost: FREE.*
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Ages 2 - 4 with an adult.
Collect colorful materials on
a walk, and weave them into a
unique, natural work of art.
Time: 10 a.m. - 11 a.m. or 1 p.m.
- 2 p.m.
Location: Frelinghuysen
Arboretum.
Cost: $5 per child.*

Home-School Days:
Terrific Trees
Ages 6 - 10.
Explore the world of trees by
examining their cells under a
microscope, discovering how to
identify many species, and making
a tree craft using natural materials.
Hike through the Arboretum with
horticulturists, and experience the
unique collection.
Time: 1 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Location: Frelinghuysen
Arboretum.
Cost: $8 per child, or $30 for the
series of 4 classes.*

Story and Craft Time
Ages 3 - 6 with an adult.
Enjoy a spooky story, and create
a craft.
Time: 2 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Location: Historic Speedwell.
Cost: Admission.

Fall Finds Craft Time
Ages 3 & Up with and adult.
Use acorns, beech nuts, and
colorful fallen leaves to make fun
fall crafts, like sun catchers and
fairies.
Time: 3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $5 per person.*

Outdoor Skills: Wilderness
First Aid Basics
Ages 10 - 15.
Learn the basics of wilderness first
aid, with attention on treating and
avoiding injuries and how to get
help.
Time: 4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $10 per child.*

Saturday, October 20
Open Hearth Cooking Master
Class
Ages 16 & Up.
Join Susan McLellan Plaisted,
of Heart to Hearth Cookery, and
cook a full meal on the open
hearth using period equipment,
ingredients, and ‘receipts.’
Beginner to advanced chefs are
welcome.
Time: 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Location: Historic Speedwell.
Cost: $60 per person.

Pumpkin
Creations
Have a blast decorating your own
pumpkins using natural plant
materials.
Time: 1 p.m. - 3 p.m.
Location: Fosterfields.
Cost: Admission.

SEE PAGE 3
Scaredy Plants
Ages 5 & Up.
Voodoo lily? Bat flower? Venus
Fly-Trap? Some plants are simply
wicked! Celebrate Halloween
with scary, smelly plants from
around the world. Go on a creepy
plant scavenger hunt, create a
spooky craft, explore a display of
flesh-eating plants, and play plantthemed games.
Time: 1 p.m. - 3 p.m.
Location: Frelinghuysen
Arboretum.
Cost: $5 per child.

Saturday, October 20
through
Sunday, November 18
Scarecrow
Scavenger Hunt
nt
All Ages.
Grab a map at thee
ion
Haggerty Education
Center, and tour the
gardens looking for
w
original scarecrow
creations created
by families, schools, scouts,
organizations and more.
Time: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Location: Frelinghuysen
Arboretum
Cost: $10 per family.

Sunday, October 21
Gingerbread
Wonderland Tips
and Techniques
km2006

Wednesday, October 17
Sprouts: Botanical Weaving

Ages 6 & Up.
Whether you’re a beginner
or expert, learn tips from the
pros to make your Gingerbread
Wonderland Exhibit unique and
wonderful! Perfect for families,
scouts, or school groups. It is never
too early to get started.
Time: 10 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Location: Frelinghuysen
Arboretum.
Cost: $10 per house.*

American Eden:
David Hosack, Botany, and
Medicine in the Garden of the
Early Republic
Victoria Johnson’s latest book,
“American Eden,” is a biography
of the doctor at the Hamilton-Burr
duel, David Hosack, a pioneering
physician and botanist. Hosack’s
botanical garden, the first in the
new Republic, is now buried under
Rockefeller Center. A book signing
and sale follow the lecture.
Time: 2:30 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Location: Frelinghuysen
Arboretum.
Cost: $25 per person.*

Fun with Fall Leaves
Ages 5 & Up.
Get crafty while enjoying all of
the bright autumn colors. Collect
fallen leaves to make your very
own leaf creation.
Time: 4 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Location: Pyramid Mountain.
Cost: $3 per child.*

Wednesday, October 24
Sprouts: Pumpkin Circle

Ages 2 - 4 with an adult.
Discover the wonders of
this classic, fall fruit with a guided
walk, story, and some playful
pumpkin activities.
Time: 10 a.m. - 11 a.m. or 1 p.m.
Best Dressed in
Monday, October 22
- 2p.m.
the Vail House:
Toddlers & Tykes: Loud Leaves Location: Frelinghuysen
Arboretum.
Ages 2 - 5 with an adult.
Death and Mourning
Cost: $5 per child.*
Enjoy a story read aloud, and take
During this interactive guided
a walk on the trails looking for
tour, learn about mid-nineteenth
Home-School Adventures:
leaves of different colors, shapes,
century methods of mourning
Batty for Bats
and
sizes.
for the deceased. Costumed
Ages 5 & Up.
Time: 10 a.m. - 11 a.m.
interpreters lead tours of the Vail
Learn about the only mammals
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
House.
that can truly fly. Play a game
Cost:
$5
per
child.*
Time: 12 noon - 6 p.m.
to understand how bats use
Location: Historic Speedwell.
echolocation to hunt in the dark,
Awesome Animal Artists
Cost: Admission.
make a model of a bat to take
Ages 5 - 9.
home, take a walk on the trails to
Orchard Cooking
Budding young artists mix nature
explore bat habitats, and discover
Learn about Fosterfields extensive
and art in this indoor/outdoor
threats to New Jersey bats.
apple, pear, and peach orchards, and program. Each class features a
Time: 1 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
watch as fruit dishes are prepared in different NJ animal to learn about
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
the Farm-house kitchen.
and draw. Parents are welcome to
Cost: $8 per child.*
Time: 1 p.m. - 3 p.m.
stay and participate.
Location: Fosterfields.
Time: 4 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Story and Craft Time
Cost: Admission.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Ages 3 - 6 with an adult.
Cost: $5 per child.*
Lovely Leaves
Enjoy a spooky story, and create
Create a leaf rubbing with leaves
a craft.
Tuesday,
October
23
found on the farm, or design a
Time: 2 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Baby and Me Hike
beautiful marbled paper leaf.
Location: Historic Speedwell.
Put your baby in a backpack, and
Time: 1 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Cost: Admission.
explore one of many wonderful
Location: Fosterfields.
Morris County area trails. All
Cost: Admission.
Full Moon Hike: Moderate
adults are welcome to join.
Ages 12 & Up.
Third Sunday Tour of
Time: 9:30 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Soak in autumn’s cool, crisp air
Bamboo Brook
Location: Dismal Harmony,
and clear skies, and hike to watch
Meet in the first parking lot area
Mendham Twp.
the sun set while viewing the full
for the last tour of the season.
Cost: $2 per adult.* To register,
‘hunter’s moon.’
Learn the history, and enjoy
973.635.6629.
Time: 5:30 p.m. - 8 p.m.
the changing beauty of this
Location: Pyramid Mountain.
exceptional horticultural site with a
Cost: $5 per person.*
knowledgeable tour guide. Terrain
SEE PAGE 6
is uneven.
Time: 2 p.m. - 3 p.m.
Location: Bamboo Brook OEC,
Chester Twp.
* Preregistration is required
Cost: $3 per person, exact change,
please.
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Wednesday, October 24
through
Friday, October 26

The Time to Mourn
Ages 12 & Up.
Tour the Foster family
home, The Willows, to
explore the unique death and
mourning traditions of the
Victorian period. Customs, now
considered strange, influenced
loved ones for months and years
after the deceased had passed.
Time: 1 p.m. & 2 p.m.
Location: Fosterfields.
Cost: Admission.

SEE PAGE 3
Wednesdays, October 24
through December 5
Nature’s Little Explorers
Ages 2 & 3 with an adult.
Discover the wonders of nature
together through six weeks of
walks, activities, and crafts.
Time: 10 a.m. - 11 a.m. (no classes
11/21)
Location: Pyramid Mountain.
Cost: $55 per child.*

Sunday, October 28

Puddle Jumpers
Ages 4 & 5 with an adult.
Explore the trails, and learn about
the natural world through the
season during six weeks of walks,
activities, and crafts.
Time: 1 p.m. - 2 p.m. (no class
11/8 or 11/22)
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $55 per child.*

Saturday, October 27

Teeny Tiny
TRAIL TALES
Ages 2 - 5 with an adult.
Families with small children can
now enjoy a less spooky Trail
Tales earlier in the day! Hear
silly and nature-themed tales told
by costumed storytellers along
the decorated trails. Wear your
own costume, too! Sign up in
advance for a time slot.
Time: Time slots between 1 p.m.
- 2 p.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $3 per person.*

The Time to Mourn

TRAIL
TALES!!
Ages 6 & Up.
Hear silly, slightly spooky, and
nature-themed tales told by
costumed storytellers along the
decorated nighttime trails of
the Great Swamp. Sign up in
advance for a time slot - they fill
up quickly!
Time: Time slots between 5:30
p.m. - 7:45 p.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $6 per person.*

SEE PAGE 2

MANY DREADFUL:
Tales from Yesterday
and Today

Enter the Vail House to hear tales,
SEE PAGE 2 both old and new, in a particularly
special setting. Enjoy horror stories
from the Victorian period and
A Miller’s Halloween
reports of peculiar modern day
Puddle Jumpers
Enjoy spooky story telling
instances from museums all over
Ages 4 & 5 with an adult.
at 1 p.m. & 2:30 p.m. Wear
Explore the trails, and learn about
your costume, and make cornhusk the country.
the natural world through the
dolls, create creepy crafts, and play Time: 6 p.m. - 9 p.m.
season during six weeks of walks,
old time games. In the Gristmill, be Location: Historic Speedwell.
activities, and crafts.
alert for spooks, spiders, skeletons, Cost: Admission.
Time: 1:15 p.m. - 2:15 p.m. (no
and surprises!
classes 11/21)
Time: 1 p.m. - 3 p.m.
Saturday, October 27 &
Location: Pyramid Mountain.
Location: Cooper Gristmill.
Sunday, October 28
Cost: $55 per child.*
Cost: Suggested Donations. $3
per adult, $2 per senior, and $1 per Historic Haunting
A scary and fun afternoon
child.
Thursdays, October 25
awaits! Enjoy spooky
through December 13
SEE PAGE 3 ghost stories and Halloween fun
and games. Come in costume for
Nature’s Little Explorers
Meet the Servants at
an old-fashioned costume contest.
Ages 2 & 3 with an adult.
The Willows
Prizes are awarded to all winners.
Discover the wonders of nature
Time: 12 noon - 4 p.m.
together during six-weeks of walks, Join a special, hands-on guided
tour, and learn about the domestic
Location: Historic Speedwell.
activities, and crafts.
help at the Foster home, The
Cost: Admission.
Time: 10 a.m. - 11 a.m. (no class
Willows, during the WWI
11/8 or 11/22)
era. Help the maid with some
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
household chores, and assist in
Cost: $55 per child.*
the preparation of historic foods
for the cook to bake in the woodburning cook stove.
Time: 1 p.m. & 2 p.m.
Location: Fosterfields.
Cost: Admission.

* Preregistration is required

Ages 12 & Up.
Tour the Foster family
home, The Willows, to
explore the unique death and
mourning traditions of the
Victorian period. Customs, now
considered strange, influenced
loved ones for months and years
after the deceased had passed.
Time: 1 p.m. & 2 p.m.
Location: Fosterfields.
Cost: Admission.

SEE PAGE 3
Apple Cidering
All Ages.
Learn interesting apple
facts, and help make fresh apple
cider by hand with an oldfashioned cider press. Finish up
with a taste of sweet cider.
Time: 1 p.m. or 2:30 p.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $3 per person age 3 & up.

SEE PAGE 4
A World Without Flowers:
A Brief Geologic History
of Plants
Journey through the geologic
history of plants with Jamie
Boyer, Vice President for
Children’s Education at the New
York Botanical Garden. Explore
the world of plants that existed
before the dawn of flowering
plants, highlighting some of the
extraordinary evolutionary events
that occurred during this time,
including the origin of leaves,
roots, wood, and seeds, as well as
major extinctions that changed the
world.
Time: 1 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Location: Frelinghuysen
Arboretum.
Cost: $30 per person.

Witch Hazel Hike: Moderate
Ages 7 & Up.
Late October through early
November is the forest’s ‘witching
hour’, as native Witch Hazel
shrubs are in bloom. Join a hike to
view and learn about this unique
woody plant.
Time: 1 p.m. - 3 p.m.
Location: Pyramid Mountain.
Cost: $1 per person.*

Historic Halloween
Happenings
Play special Halloween
games, decorate cookies, and try
on old-fashioned costumes. At 3:30
p.m., take a guided walk to see
how many pumpkins are hiding
in the nearby woods. Afterwards,
board the open-air wagon for a ride
to the Visitors Center.
Time: 1 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Location: Fosterfields.
Cost: Admission.

SEE PAGE 3
Upcycle Sunday:
Crayon Candles
Get the most out of your things,
just like in days of old, and learn to
upcycle crayons into candles.
Time: 2 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Location: Historic Speedwell.
Cost: Admission.

Monday, October 29
Yoga for Nature Kids
Ages 2 - 6 with an adult.
In this indoor/outdoor program,
learn yoga-like poses and
movements to represent the
animals and plants. A walk on
the trails and children’s literature
compliment the poses.
Time: 2 p.m. - 3 p.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $3 per child.*
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Tuesday, October 30
Project Learning Tree:
Teacher Training Workshop
Educators for Grades Pre-K - 8.
Through innovative, interactive
lessons, learn to teach about
forests, animals and plants,
water, soils, pollution, recycling,
land use, composting, and much
more. Curriculum materials and 6
Professional Development Credits
included.
Time: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Location: Pyramid Mountain.
Cost: $25 per person.*

Baby and Me Hike
Put your baby in a backpack, and
explore one of many wonderful
Morris County area trails. All
adults are welcome to join.
Time: 9:30 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Location: Tourne Park, Boonton
Twp.
Cost: $2 per adult.* To register,
973.635.6629.

Batty Bats
Ages 3 - 5 with an adult.
Learn about the bats that live in
NJ with a walk on the trails and a
bat-themed craft.
Time: 10 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $5 per child.*

Smelly Wildlife!
All Ages.
Explore the world with open
nostrils. Learn about the sweet and
stinky smells of the swamp, and
make sense of these scents.
Time: 3 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $3 per person age 3 & up.*

The Legend of the Jersey Devil
Ages 16 & Up.
Enjoy a humorous walk with a
naturalist, and learn the original
legend of the Jersey Devil, along
with other interesting information
on New Jersey lore.
Time: 4 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Location: Pyramid Mountain.
Cost: $2 per person.*

Wednesday, October 31
Sprouts: Scaredy Plants
Ages 2 - 4 with an adult.
Plants protect themselves
in many interesting ways. Take
a Halloween walk to see some
plants in action, read a fall tale,
and create a spooky craft.
Time: 10 a.m. - 11 a.m. or 1 p.m.
- 2 p.m.
Location: Frelinghuysen
Arboretum.
Cost: $5 per child.*

Home-School Days:
Terrific Trees
Ages 6 - 10.
Explore the world of trees by
examining their cells under a
microscope, discovering how to
identify many species, and making
a tree craft using natural materials.
Hike through the Arboretum with
horticulturists, and experience the
unique collection.
Time: 1 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Location: Frelinghuysen
Arboretum.
Cost: $8 per child, or $30 for the
series of 4 classes.*

The Legend of the Jersey
Devil
Ages 16 & Up.
Enjoy a humorous walk with a
naturalist, and learn the original
legend of the Jersey Devil, along
with other interesting information
on New Jersey lore.
Time: 2 p.m. - 3 p.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $3 per person.*

Read and Create
Ages 3 - 6 with an adult.
Enjoy a spooky story and create
a craft.
Time: 2 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Location: Historic Speedwell.
Cost: Admission.

Thursday, November 1
Arboretum Artists:
Printmaking
Ages 8 - 12.
Explore different print-making
methods using natural themes and
materials.
Time: 4 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Location: Frelinghuysen
Arboretum.
Cost: $10 per person.*

Thursday, November 1
through
Friday, November 30
Gallery Exhibit:
Landscapes of New Jersey
Enjoy photographer and
conservationist Dave Blinder’s
stunning photographs of New
Jersey’s treasured natural
resources, such as his breathtaking
views of scenic rivers, towering
groves of Pine Trees, maritime
forests, and wildlife-filled
wetlands.
Time: 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Location: Frelinghuysen
Arboretum.
Cost: FREE.

Friday, November 2
Outdoor Skills:
Shelter Building
Ages 10 - 15.
Learn all about primitive shelters,
and build your own in the woods.
Time: 4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $10 per child.*

Saturday, November 3 &
Sunday, November 4
Tri-State African Violet Council
Annual Show and Sale
Treat yourself to a room full of
award-winning African Violets,
and ask experts for advice on
their care and feeding. Beautiful
specimens are for sale throughout
the show.
Time: Saturday: 1:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Sunday: 10:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Location: Frelinghuysen
Arboretum.
Cost: FREE.

* Preregistration is required

Sunday, November 4
Oaks and Acorns Walk: Easy

Wednesday, November 7
Sensory Nature Walk

Ages 5 & Up.
Many local trees are dropping nuts
and seeds before winter arrives.
Learn to identify them and the
reasons they are so important to
wildlife.
Time: 1 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Location: Pyramid Mountain.
Cost: $2 per person.*

All Ages.
Listen, smell, touch, and see the
wonders of the Great Swamp on
this sensory nature walk.
Time: 10 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $3 per person age 3 & up.*

Monday, November 5
Toddlers & Tykes:
Animal Homes
Ages 2 - 5 with an adult.
Where do the animals that live
at the Great Swamp make their
homes? Enjoy a story read aloud
to learn about different types of
animal homes, followed by a walk
on the trail.
Time: 10 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $5 per child.*

Tuesday, November 6
Baby and Me Hike
Put your baby in a backpack, and
explore one of many wonderful
Morris County area trails. All
adults are welcome to join.
Time: 9:30 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Location: Buttermilk Falls,
Mendham Twp.
Cost: $2 per adult.* To register,
973.635.6629.

Move like the Animals
Ages 3 - 5 with an adult.
As you walk on the trails, you may
see a rabbit hop in the meadow
or a fox run in the forest. Explore
different ways animals move
through fun activities and a short
trail walk.
Time: 10 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $3 per child.

Sprouts: Leaf Lacing
Ages 2 - 4 with an adult.
Jump into leaf piles, make a lovely
leaf lace masterpiece, and listen to
a fabulous fall story.
Time: 10 a.m. - 11 a.m. or 1 p.m.
- 2 p.m.
Location: Frelinghuysen
Arboretum.
Cost: $5 per child.*

Thursday, November 8
Kids’ Nature Fest:
Mammal Mania
Grades 1 - 4.
Spend a day off from school
learning about our furry friends,
mammals. Games, crafts, hiking,
LIVE animals, and activities make
for a fun way to learn.
Time: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $50 per child.*

SEE PAGE 4
Fall Nut Wreath Workshop
Make an 8-inch wreath using
all kinds of nuts in this handson workshop. All materials are
provided.
Time: 6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Location: Frelinghuysen
Arboretum.
Cost: $25 per person.*
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Friday, November 9
Plant-stravaganza!
Turn Over a New Leaf

Saturday, November 10 &
Sunday, November 11
Apple Cidering

Grades 1 - 4.
On a day off from school, spend
time with nature’s giants. Look
at changing leaves, view plant
cells in a microscope, make a leaf
portrait, take a hike to find as many
leaf shapes as you can, and much
more. Dress for the weather, and
bring a nut-free lunch.
Time: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Location: Frelinghuysen
Arboretum.
Cost: $50 per child.*

All Ages.
Learn interesting apple
facts, and help make fresh apple
cider by hand with an oldfashioned cider press. Finish up
with a taste of sweet cider.
Time: 1 p.m. or 2:30 p.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $3 per person age 3 & up.

SEE PAGE 4
Sunday, November 11

SEE PAGE 4
NJEA Holiday Mini-Camp:
Recipes for Adventure-Cooking
on the Open Hearth
Hungry for fun during the NJEA
break? Cook a full meal on the
hearth, and learn about food
production and the importance of
nutrition in the early 1800s. For
more information, 973.285.6537 or
mmcfarlane@morrisparks.net.
Time: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Location: Historic Speedwell.
Cost: $40 per person.*

Saturday, November 10
2018 Tree Symposium
Join us for a multi-faceted look at
these critically important members
of the ecosystem. Professor
Tom Ombrello reveals the
role of trees in history, while
Willowwood’s Superintendent
of Horticulture, John Beirne,
shares why Magnolias should be
your favorite tree. After lunch,
Dr. Neil Hendrickson offers
timely information on the pests
and diseases threatening the
landscapes, giving us information
to become effective stewards of
the land. Lastly, Author William
Bryant Logan focuses on the
long and intimate relationship
between people and trees. Bring a
brown bag lunch, and snacks are
provided.
Time: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Location: Frelinghuysen
Arboretum.
Cost: $40 per person.*

SEE PAGE 6

Tuesday, November 13
Baby and Me Hike
Put your baby in a backpack, and
explore one of many wonderful
Morris County area trails. All
adults are welcome to join.
Time: 9:30 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Location: Schiff Nature Preserve,
Mendham Twp.
Cost: $2 per adult.* To register,
973.635.6629.

Nature Tots & Tykes:
Animal Homes
Ages 2 - 5 with an adult.
Enjoy a story read aloud to learn
about different types of animal
homes, followed by a trail walk.
Time: 10 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Location: Pyramid Mountain.
Cost: $5 per child.*

Crafty Critters

Thanksgiving Harvest
Home & Armistice
Observance
Enjoy interactive farm chores,
a wagon ride, and a familyfriendly craft. Visit the 1915
Farmhouse to see what holiday
fare is being prepared. At 1
p.m., join in a special program
honoring all U.S. military
personnel and veterans to
recognize the 100th anniversary
of the end of WWI.
Time: 12 noon - 4 p.m.
Location: Fosterfields.
Cost: $8 per adult, $7 per senior
(65+), $6 per child age 4 - 16,
and $4 per child age 2 & 3.
FREE per child under age 2.
Friends members half price with
a current membership card. U.S.
military personnel (past and
present) admitted FREE.

SEE PAGE 8
Monday, November 12
Recycled Craft-ernoon
All Ages.
Create bird feeders, games,
and instruments from recycled
materials.
Time: 4 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $5 per person age 3 & up.*

Ages 4 & 5 with an adult.
Learn about a new animal
each month with a short walk,
interactive nature objects, and a
craft.
Time: 1 p.m. - 2 p.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $5 per child.*

Wednesday, November 14
Sprouts: Colorful Corn
Ages 2 - 4 with an adult.
Listen to a corny story, make an
exciting corn creation, and take a
walk to find corn’s relatives.
Time: 10 a.m. - 11 a.m. or 1 p.m.
- 2 p.m.
Location: Frelinghuysen
Arboretum.
Cost: $5 per child.*

Home-School Adventures:
Ravenous Raptors
Ages 5 & Up.
Learn about the many raptors that
inhabit New Jersey. Talk about
what distinguishes raptors from
other birds, construct a model nest,
and take a hike with binoculars
to see what can be spotted on the
Great Swamp trails.
Time: 1 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $8 per child.*

* Preregistration is required

Home-School Days:
Terrific Trees

Rock ‘n Roll Geology Hike:
Moderate

Ages 6 - 10.
Explore the world of trees by
examining their cells under a
microscope, discovering how to
identify many species, and making
a tree craft using natural materials.
Hike through the Arboretum with
horticulturists, and experience the
unique collection.
Time: 1 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Location: Frelinghuysen
Arboretum.
Cost: $8 per child, or $30 for the
series of 4 classes.*

Ages 7 & Up.
Enjoy a guided hike, and learn why
Pyramid Mountain really ‘rocks.’
Time: 1 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Location: Pyramid Mountain.
Cost: $1 per person.*

Pokémon of the Great Swamp
All Ages.
Draw comparisons between
legendary Pokémon creatures
and the wild animals of the
swamp. Learn about their unique
adaptations and abilities to survive.
Time: 4 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $5 per person age 3 & up.*

Thursday, November 15
Talkin’ Turkey
Ages 5 & Up.
Wild turkeys are amazing animals
any time of year. Enjoy an
interactive lesson with a Naturalist,
while learning the little known
facts about this iconic bird.
Time: 4 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $3 per person.*

Sunday, November 18
Cooking Demonstration:
Cinnamon
As the best thing to come from tree
bark since aspirin, cinnamon is
the quintessential fall spice. From
sweet to savory, learn some new
ways to use this healthful spice in
your cooking.
Time: 1 p.m. - 3 p.m.
Location: Frelinghuysen
Arboretum.
Cost: $30 per person.*

Monday, November 19
Toddlers & Tykes:
Totally Turkey
Ages 2 - 5 with an adult.
Enjoy a story, activities, and a
nature walk, all about native wild
turkeys.
Time: 10 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $5 per child.*

Wild Animal Experts
All Ages.
Become a wildlife expert by
learning amazing and scientific
facts about New Jersey wildlife
each month.
Time: 4 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $3 per child age 3 & up.*

Tuesday, November 20
Pre-Holiday Workout Hike:
Moderate
Ages 18 & Up.
Get ready for the holiday weekend
by enjoying a morning hike on
scenic Pyramid Mountain. Bring
water and a snack.
Time: 7 a.m. - 9 a.m.
Location: Pyramid Mountain.
Cost: $2 per person.*

Baby and Me Hike
Put your baby in a backpack, and
explore one of many wonderful
Morris County area trails. All
adults are welcome to join.
Time: 9:30 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Location: Lewis Morris County
Park, Morris Township.
Cost: $2 per adult.* To register,
973.635.6629.
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Ages 5 - 9.
Budding young artists mix nature
Ages 7 & Up.
and art in this indoor/outdoor
Visit the rock star that helped make
program. Each class features a
Pyramid Mountain famous on this
different NJ animal to learn about
moderate hike.
and draw. Parents are welcome to
Time: 1 p.m. - 3 p.m.
stay and participate.
Location: Pyramid Mountain.
Time: 4 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Cost: $1 per person.*
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $5 per child.*

Saturday, November 24 &
Sunday, November 25
Apple Cidering
All Ages.
Learn interesting apple
facts, and help make fresh apple
cider by hand with an oldfashioned cider press. Finish up
with a taste of sweet cider.
Time: 1 p.m. or 2:30 p.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $3 per person age 3 & up.

SEE PAGE 4
Monday, November 26
Holiday Workout Walk
Ages 18 & Up.
Get moving after the holiday
weekend with an early morning
walk on the Great Swamp trails.
Time: 8 a.m. - 9 a.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $3 per person.*

Yoga for Nature Kids
Ages 2 - 6 with an adult.
In this indoor/outdoor program,
learn yoga-like poses and
movements to represent the
animals and plants. A walk on
the trails and children’s literature
compliment the poses.
Time: 3 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $3 per child.*

Tuesday, November 27
Baby and Me Hike
Put your baby in a backpack, and
explore one of many wonderful
Morris County area trails. All
adults are welcome to join.
Time: 9:30 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Location: Mahlon Dickerson
Reservation, Jefferson.
Cost: $2 per adult.* To register,
973.635.6629.

Family Science Day:
Adaptations
All Ages with an adult.
Explore plant and animal
adaptations while rotating
through hands-on activity stations
designed to challenge families
to work together and make new
discoveries. Finish up with a
guided trail walk.
Time: 1 p.m. - 3 p.m.
Location: Pyramid Mountain.
Cost: $8 per child age 5 & up; $5
per child age 3 & 4.*

Curious about Coyotes
All Ages.
Enjoy hands-on exploring and
interactive games to learn about
coyotes and their predatory lifestyle.
Time: 4 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $3 per person age 3 & up.*

Friday, November 30
through
Sunday, December 9

Saturday, December 1 &
Sunday, December 2

km2006

Awesome Animal Artists

km2006

Saturday, November 24
Tripod Rock Hike: Moderate

This December marks the 27th
Anniversary of Gingerbread
Wonderland. Guests, young
and old, marvel at the creativity
and skill that characterizes this
charming exhibit of hundreds
of edible structures. Past year’s
‘gingerbreads’ have included
models of Harry Potter scenes,
Notre Dame Cathedral, Santa’s
Workshop, Japanese temples,
Chinese pagodas, European
castles, and much more.
Groups of 8 or more must
make a reservation by calling
973.326.7601.
Time: 10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. daily,
Fridays until 7:30 p.m.
Location: Frelinghuysen
Arboretum.
Cost: $2 per person. Children
under 2 FREE.

SEE PAGE 10
Saturday, December 1
Teacher Training Workshop:
Project WILD
Educators of Grades K - 8.
Project WILD is an award-winning
interdisciplinary conservation and
environmental education program
emphasizing wildlife. Discover
activities that develop students’
understanding of wildlife and
conservation with an emphasis on
student interaction with the natural
world.
Time: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $25 per person.

Holiday shopping is easy at
the Gingerbread Wonderland
Craft Show. Find local crafters
offering beautiful handmade and
affordable gifts perfect for that
special person on your list.
Time: 10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Location: Frelinghuysen
Arboretum.
Cost: $2 per person gains entry
to both the Craft Show and
Gingerbread Wonderland.

SEE PAGE 10

All Ages.
Enjoy a seasonal nature scavenger
hunt where families work together
to follow clues and find the
answers to nature riddles along the
trails.
Time: 1 p.m. - 2 p.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $2 per person age 3 & up.*

Winter’s Snooze
All Ages.
Enjoy a short talk on the winter
habits of wild animals followed by
a winter family walk.
Time: 1 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Location: Pyramid Mountain.
Cost: $2 per person age 3 & up.*

Monday, December 3
Toddlers & Tykes:
Are Deer Roaming Here?

Winter on the
Home Front:

A CIVIL WAR
CHRISTMAS
Experience what life was like
on the Home Front during the
winter months of the American
Civil War. Visit the winter
encampment of the 2nd NJ
Brigade as soldiers prepare for a
holiday away from home. Learn
about 19th century home life, and
make a craft to take home.
Enjoy a Civil War Era Officer’s
Ball complete with period music,
Union officers dressed in their
best uniforms, and women in
their finest ball gowns.
Time: Saturday: 12 noon - 5 p.m.
Sunday: 12 noon - 4 p.m.
Location: Historic Speedwell
Cost: $7 per adult, $6 per senior,
$5 per child ages 4-16, and
FREE per child age 3 and under.

SEE PAGE 9

* Preregistration is required

Sunday, December 2
Trail Treasure Hunt

Ages 2 - 5 with an adult.
Enjoy a story, and learn about NJ’s
only native hoofed mammal. Take
a walk on the trails to explore deer
habits and habitat.
Time: 10 a.m. - 11 a.m. or
3 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $5 per child.*
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Put your baby in a backpack, and
explore one of many wonderful
Morris County area trails. All
adults are welcome to join.
Time: 9:30 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Location: Scherman Hoffman,
Bernardsville.
Cost: $2 per adult.* To register,
973.635.6629.

Nature Tots & Tykes:
Are Deer Roaming Here?
Ages 2 - 5 with an adult.
Enjoy a story, and learn about NJ’s
only native hoofed mammal. Take
a trail walk to explore deer habits
and habitat.
Time: 10 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Location: Pyramid Mountain.
Cost: $5 per child.*

Minecraft in New Jersey
All Ages.
If Minecraft was set in New Jersey,
what kinds of natural resources
would be found? Explore this topic
through the lens of Minecraft.
Time: 4 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $3 per person age 3 & up.*

Wednesday, December 5
Hawk Walk & Talk
All Ages.
Discover the hawks of New Jersey
and how to identify them while
looking for soaring birds on a
walk with a naturalist. Binoculars
provided.
Time: 4 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $3 per person age 3 & up.*

Saturday, December 8
‘Limestone’ Quarry Hike:
Moderate
Ages 7 & Up.
Hike to the old quarry on Turkey
Mountain, and learn about what
was mined there.
Time: 1 p.m. - 3 p.m.
Location: Pyramid Mountain.
Cost: $1 per person.*

Saturday, December 8 &
Sunday, December 9

km2006

Tuesday, December 4
Baby and Me Hike

Holiday shopping is easy at
the Gingerbread Wonderland
Craft Show. Find local crafters
offering beautiful handmade and
affordable gifts perfect for that
special person on your list.
Time: 10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Location: Frelinghuysen
Arboretum.
Cost: $2 per person gains entry
to both the Craft Show and
Gingerbread Wonderland.

SEE PAGE 10
Monday, December 10
Winter Wonders
Ages 3 & Up.
Read a story, make a craft, and
discover the magic of wintertime
in this indoor/outdoor program.
Time: 4 p.m. -5 p.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $5 per person.*

Tuesday, December 11
Baby and Me Hike
Put your baby in a backpack, and
explore one of many wonderful
Morris County area trails. All
adults are welcome to join.
Time: 9:30 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Location: Kay Environmental
Center, Chester Twp.
Cost: $2 per adult.* To register,
973.635.6629.

Crafty Critters
Ages 4 & 5 with an adult.
Learn about a new animal each
month with a short walk, touchable
nature objects, and a craft.
Time: 1 p.m. - 2 p.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $5 per child.*

Wednesday, December 12
Home-School Adventures:
Wild Cats of New Jersey

Monday, December 17
Toddlers & Tykes:
Getting Ready for Winter

Thursday, December 20
Winter Solstice Sunrise Hike:
Moderate

Ages 5 & Up.
The bobcat is one of the more
elusive New Jersey animals. Learn
about the behavior and habitat
of these felines, play a game
exploring habitat loss, debunk
myths about the presence of other
wild cats in New Jersey, and hike
the trails practicing a predator’s
walk.
Time: 1 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $8 per child. *

Ages 2 - 5 with an adult.
This is the time of year when many
animals disappear from the Great
Swamp. Learn which animals
settle down for a winter’s nap and
which ones find another place to
spend the winter months. Enjoy a
story, and take a walk on the trails
to explore.
Time: 10 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $5 per child.*

Ages 16 & Up.
Welcome the rising sun on one of
the shortest days of the year.
Time: 6:30 a.m. - 8 a.m.
Location: Pyramid Mountain.
Cost: $5 per person.*

Friday, December 14
Outdoor Skills: Hiking Basics
Ages 10 - 15.
Learn how to prepare for a
hike, keep safe on the trails, and
navigate using a map.
Time: 4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $10 per child, per class.*

Saturday, December 15
Outdoor Skills:
Shelter Building
Ages 10 - 15.
Learn all about primitive shelters,
and build your own shelter in the
woods.
Time: 10 a.m. - 12 noon.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $10 per child.

Sunday, December 16
Holiday Hustle Hike
Ages 7 & Up.
Take a break from the obligations
and celebrations, and get moving
on this naturalist-led winter hike.
Time: 1 p.m. - 3 p.m.
Location: Pyramid Mountain.
Cost: $1 per person.*

Winter Wildlife
All Ages.
Enjoy an interactive presentation
about the winter habits of Pyramid
Mountain wildlife.
Time: 4 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Location: Pyramid Mountain.
Cost: $3 per person age 3 and up.*

* Preregistration is required

Wild Animal Experts
All Ages.
Become a wildlife expert by
learning amazing and scientific
facts about New Jersey wildlife
each month.
Time: 4 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $3 per child age 3 & up.*

Tuesday, December 18
Baby and Me Hike
Put your baby in a backpack, and
explore one of many wonderful
Morris County area trails! All
adults are welcome to join.
Time: 9:30 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Location: Patriots’ Path,
Mendham Twp.
Cost: $2 per adult.* To register,
973.635.6629.

Family Science Day:
Black Bears
All Ages with an adult.
Learn about New Jersey’s native
bear while rotating through handson activity stations designed to
challenge families to work together
and make new discoveries. Finish
up with a guided trail walk.
Time: 1 p.m. - 3 p.m.
Location: Pyramid Mountain.
Cost: $8 per child age 5 & up. $5
per child age 3 & 4.*

SEE PAGE 6
Always Evergreen
Grades 1 - 5.
Using a variety of fresh-cut greens
and fresh flowers, learn how to
create a seasonal centerpiece
perfect for the holiday table. All
supplies provided.
Time: 4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Location: Frelinghuysen
Arboretum.
Cost: $15 per person.*

Friday, December 21
Winter Solstice Celebration
Ages 6 & Up.
Join a woodland gathering
around a campfire to experience
the historical and ceremonial
aspects of the solstice. Listen
to storytellers, and enjoy hot
cider and roasted marshmallows.
Register now - space is limited!
Time: 7 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $8 per person.*

Saturday, December 22
Weekend Family Walk
All Ages.
Take to the trails with a guide to
discover the unique animals and
plants found at the Great Swamp.
Time: 10 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $2 per person age 3 & up.*

Reservoir Loop Hike
Adults Only.
Venture through some of the
best views of Pyramid Mountain
on this moderate hike along the
Taylortown Reservoir and past
Tripod Rock.
Time: 1 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Location: Pyramid Mountain.
Cost: $1 per person.*
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Wednesday, December 26
through
Friday, December 28
Wild About Winter Mini-Camp
Ages 5 - 8.
Time off from school is a great
time to get out in nature and
explore. Discover the crazy things
that wildlife does to survive the
winter cold, and explore the quiet
forest looking for animal signs,
Enjoy walks, crafts, stories, games,
and activities. Sign up for one
or more days, as your schedule
allows. Bring a nut-free snack each
day.
Time: 9:30 a.m. - 12 noon.
Location: Great Swamp OEC.
Cost: $16 per child per day.*

Wednesday, December 26
through
Monday, December 31
A Special Holiday Scavenger
Hunt
Head over to the Arboretum
for this special scavenger
hunt, ‘Walking in a Winter
Wonderland.’ Bring your camera
or cell phone, and a good set of
observant eyes. Find most of the
items on the list, and take home a
prize for the entire family.
Time: 9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Location: Frelinghuysen
Arboretum.
Cost: $10 per family.

Sunday, December 30
Tripod Rock Hike: Moderate
Ages 7 & Up.
Take a trip up to Tripod Rock for
the last scheduled hike of 2018.
Time: 1 p.m. - 3 p.m.
Location: Pyramid Mountain.
Cost: $1 per person.*

Pathways
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Morris County Park Commission
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info@morrisparks.net or 973.326.7600.
Published by the Morris County Park Commission
P.O. Box 1295, Morristown, NJ 07962–1295.
*For program and registration information,
please contact the appropriate facility:

Cooper Gristmill/
Black River County Park
908.879.5463
Fosterfields Living Historical Farm
and The Willows
973.326.7645
The Frelinghuysen Arboretum
and
The Haggerty Education Center
973.326.7601
Golf Information
973.326.7602
Great Swamp OEC
973.635.6629
Historic Speedwell
973.285.6550
Industrial Heritage
973.285.6542

Kay Environmental Center
973.635.6629
Mahlon Dickerson Reservation
973.697.3140
Mennen Sports Arena
973.326.7651
Park Police
973.326.7632
Park Reservations
973.326.7631
Pyramid Mountain NHA
973.334.3130
Recreation
973.326.7616
TTY Relay
7–1–1
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Friday Night Skate
8pm-10pm
Every Friday
October–
April

with DJ Earl

Ice Skating,
Music, Lights,
Arcade Games,
Snack Bar,
and more!

Mennen Sports Arena
161 East Hanover Ave
Morris Township
973.326.7651

$9 General
Admission
$4 Skate
Rental

