Why are big trees so important?

Big Trees provide up to 600 times the en-
vironmental benefits of an average-sized
tree; preventing flooding and erosion
with their large root systems, and lower-
ing the temperature around them by cre-
ating shade and releasing water vapor
from their leaves into the environment.
They absorb large amounts of pollution
annually, creating healthier air, and are
sanctuaries to wildlife.

140 years ago, the National American
Forests organization was founded to pro-
tect our forests. In 1940, American For-
ests launched a campaign to locate the
largest living specimens of American
trees, creating a national registry of the
largest trees of each species in the US.
There are now state registries for Cham-
pion Trees, listing the largest of each
species found in each state. New Jer-
sey’s Champion Tree registry is main-
tained by the NJ Forest Service, who ac-
cept nominations annually.

What is a Champion Tree?

For a tree to qualify as champion of its
species, three size criteria are consid-
ered: its girth, height, and crown cover. A
tree’s total points are determined by add-
ing a point for each inch of the circumfer-
ence, a point for each foot of height and
a point for every 4 feet of crown spread.

Seven of the trees on this tour are NJ
Champion Trees.
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Start the tour at corner of the
Haggerty Education Center.

1.Hazel Smith Giant Sequoia Sequoiandendron
giganteum ‘Hazel Smith’: This giant tree is 48’
high and its trunk is 7’ 10” around. They survive in
Sierra Nevada Mountains at 4,500 ft. to 8,000 ft.
above sea level. In Europe, they will grow to 100’
tall and are common in the landscape setting.
Walk toward the road and bear left and then
right into the Progressive Garden.

2. Seven Son Tree Heptacodium minconiodes:
This tree has fragrant flowers with seven blooms
in each cluster, blooming from August to October.
It stands 30’ tall with a 50-inch circumference
trunk. In the fall, the brilliant red leaves put on a
big show. Known as the Crepe Myrtle of the north,
the peeling bark makes this tree an exceptional
winter plant. Seven Son Tree is a four-season
treasure.

Continue walking through the Progressive
Garden and cross the road into the Japanese
Maple Collection.

3. Japanese Stewartia Stewartia pseudocamellia:
This Japanese Stewartia is another exceptional
four-season interest Champion Tree. This species
was introduced to the West in 1874 from Japan. It
has 3” white camellia-like flowers that bloom from
June to July and will remind you of a fried egg!
Notice the camouflage bark. This Champion Tree
is 27’ high with a 37-inch wide trunk. It can grow to
40’ tall.

Walk to your right and cross the road out of
the Maple Area




4. White Ash Fraxinus americana: This White
Ash is over 200 years old. The United States of
America was only 43 years old when this tree was
a seedling! It is 85’ tall and the trunk is 10’ 5”
around. These trees are hardy (zone 3-9) and
grow almost anywhere in the country. Notice the
diamond shaped bark and the leaves in the fall are
yellow at the center then red to purple on the out-
side. Ash was a great hardwood for making base-
ball bats! Unfortunately, the Ash trees are under
attack from the Emerald Ash Borer a pest from
Asia. This is one of the last remaining White Ash
trees in the Arboretum.

Walk towards the Mansion.

5. Blue Atlas Cedar Cedrus atlantica “Glauca”:
This 100-year-old Blue Atlas Cedar is 55’ high with
a 8 8” circumference trunk. When the Freling-
huysens planted it, women had just won the right
to vote! The species comes from the Atlas Moun-
tains of Africa from Morocco to Algiers.This tree
needs plenty of room to grow, getting up to 60’ tall
in the US and up to 100’ in parts of Europe.

Keep walking past the Mansion, the next tree
is on your right.

6. Japanese Weeping Katsura Cercidiphyllum
Japonica “Pendula”: This Weeping Katsura Tree is
a Champion Tree that is 25’ tall and 4’ 4” around.
The curtains of leaves from this tree are gorgeous.
The leaves emerge bronzy, fading to a light green
then yellow; and in the fall, smell like cotton candy!

Walk to your left through the Knot Garden

7. Red Oak Quercus rubra: This Red Oak is over
240 years old! What else is that old? The United
States of America! The Red Oak is the New Jer-
sey state tree. This tree is 105’ tall and 15’ 8”
around. This species usually only grows up to
75’.The dusty red new leaves can be just as pretty
in spring as flowers. The acorns are among the
first of the oaks to ripen and are a favorite source
of food for wildlife.

8. Maidenhair Tree - Ginkgo biloba: The Ginkgo
tree has been around for nearly 200 million years!
Fossils of the Ginkgo tree are found with dinosaur
fossils. The tree you see here is 71’ tall and 7’ 3”
around. Ginkgoes do not flower for the first 20
years. When you purchase one for planting you
want to make sure you get a male. The females
produce a fruit that is very smelly! The Ginkgo
leaf is one of a kind - a very beautiful fan shape,
which turns from green to a bright yellow in the
fall. Once you get a hard frost all the leaves will
fall off at the same time making raking very easy!

9. & 10. European Linden - Tilia europeae:
These two European Linden trees are both
Champion Trees. The taller one, at 79’ high and
10’ 4” around is 117 years old. The smaller one,
at 78’ high and 9'9” around is 111 years old. The
limbs grow long, and when they reach the
ground, they will propagate by growing roots.
They are great shade trees and have a showy
display in late spring of yellow to green blossoms.
Lindens were considered fashionable in the 17th
and 18th centuries. The name “linde” means rope
in German and the inner bark was used to make
mats and rope.

Continue down the path away from the
Mansion

11. Paperbark Maple - Acer griseum: The Paper-
bark Maple is known for its beautiful cinnamon
colored bark. This tree is difficult to propagate
and has poor seed quality, which makes having a
specimen like this very rare. The leaves are bril-
liant red in the fall and the peeling colorful bark
makes it a great winter interest plant. In 1899, the
great plant explorer, E. H. Wilson, brought the
species to England from China. Shortly after-
wards, the Arnold Arboretum brought it to the
United States.

12. Japanese Cedar - Cryptomeria japonica: This
NJ Champion Japanese Cedar is 71’ tall and 5'1”
around. They make a very effective screen or
grouping. Notice the bark’s rich color and the way
it peels off in strips.

13. Nootka False Cypress - Cupressus noot-
katensis “Pendula”: This tree is a native to the
coast of Alaska and Washington state. It is a very
versatile tree: it can be used for a Bonsai or, at the
other extreme, can grow to 90’ tall. This Champion
Tree is 61’ tall and 6’ 8” around. The species can
live up to 1,000 years.

14. Yoshino Cherry - Prunus xyedoensis:
“Akebono” This Yoshino Cherry is a Champion
Tree with soft pink flowers in the spring. It’s the
species that is famous for the beautiful show it puts
on in Washington DC. This Akebono Yoshino
Cherry is 46’ tall and 9’ 1” around. The famous
plant explorer, E. H. Wilson, named the Yoshino
Cherry. It is a clone of a single tree propagated by
grafting and now found all over the world.

15. Japanese Flowering Cherry - Prunus serru-
lata: “Kwanzan”:This Japanese Flowering Cherry is
the epitome of flowering cherry trees. They are
used in landscapes and do not usually last more
than 15 years in that environment. This Champion
Tree is obviously much older than that. It is 42’ tall
and 7’ around.

Thank you for coming today!
Please be sure to stop by the Haggerty
Education Center for more information

about upcoming programs for
children and adults!
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